STRATEGY, TACTICS AND OBJECTIVES
western deserts in their Viking-like quests for honourable
advancement.
They subdued in die eighteenth century the bullet-headed
Mongol clans of Gurkhas, surging up to east and north, until
only the stupendous rampart of the Himalayas forced them to
call a halt.
From the Euxine to the Yellow Sea runs this chain, and here
in its centre, Mount Everest towers above all Nepal, and above
all Asia. For the mountain forms a boundary pillar, and through
its apex, on which the eye of no man, possibly the eye of no
sentient being, had ever looked down, runs the frontier between
two worlds. To the north lies the stark, glacial, wind-blasted
plateau of Turan, stretching for many months of caravan
inarching up to High Tartary, Siberia and the Arctic. To the
south, on the contrary, there holds sway a whole genial Olym-
pus of cheery gods and goddesses, fairies and sprites, most
benign, and full of kindly sympathy for the foibles of Aryan
man, convivial and even amorous. Possibly the venture was
from the first looked upon kindly by Krishna himself, that pilot
of aery chariots of the old Sanskrit pantheon. So Mount Everest,
unknown even by name to our ancestors, is not only the cul-
minating pinnacle of the world, but as befits its tall majesty,
marks tie frontier between the two most numerous races, the
two great cultures, the two great philosophies, and the two
great ways of life of this planet. Thus it was indeed to die newel
post of two worlds that the little band of airmen planned to
convey themselves in machines, which were an epitome of the
British aeroplane-maker's craft and of his scientific skill.
To reach it, they would have to pass over a zone of virtually
unknown country, and over that belt of terrific declivities
which no human, perhaps no animal, and certainly no surveyor,
had trod.
Exactly what lay ahead no one knew, but it was clear that
only by the instrumentality of the aeroplane could that great
barrier be surmounted, and then only by means of a most
carefully planned expedition and meticulous staff-work, could
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